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Ms Rhodes spent nine months going in and out of hospital receiving chemotherapy and
radiation therapy to treat her cancer. She is pictured above during treatment
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Alizabeth Rhodes, now 17, is pictured above, She was diagnosed with stage four peripheral T-
cell lymphoma, which is normally detected in adults over the age of 60 years
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| was diagnosed with a stage 4 blood
cancer that affects elderly people - but
I'm only 16

« READ MORE: How blood cancer cases are surging among children

By LUKE ANDREWS SENICR HEALTH REPORTER FOR DAILYMAIL.COM
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A new report this week found America is turning the tide on several major cancers.

But while older people's cancer rates are falling, a more worrying trend has emerged
— cancers are rising in children and young adults, including blood cancers.

And because the youngsters are so young and historically at such low risk, their
diagnoses is often not made until it is too late.

Alizabeth Rhodes, from Michigan, is one of the growing number of American minors
to be struck by the disease that normally hits the elderly.

The 16-year-old's family first knew something was wrong when she started to be
exhuasted and lack energy far more than usual.

She was taken to the ER in her home state with 'non-specific' symptoms at the age
of 16 years — which may have included swollen areas in her neck and armpit and a
fever or night sweats.
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Tests revealed she had stage four peripheral T-cell lymphomafelgelsE:Ts[s [ -ReYl=

of non-Hodgkin's lymphoma where T-cells, a type of which blood cell, start to divide
uncontrollably.

By the time it was diagnosed, the cancerous cells had already spread to multiple
organs.

She was taken out of school in July 2023, after the cancer was detected, and spent
nine months in and out of hospital receiving chemotherapy, radiation and then a bone
marrow transplant.

Ms Rhodes is now in remission with doctors describing her as 'extremely resilient' —
while her family said she was a 'real fighter".

But questions remain over why the youngster — who is now 17 and is still yet to return
to the classroom — developed the cancer.

Fewer than one in every 100,000 Americans are diagnosed with the disease every
year, the vast majority of whom are 60 years of age or older.

It is extremely rare for the cancer to be detected in children.

Dr Joshua Goldman, an oncologist at Michigan Medicine who helped to treat her, said:
‘There are maybe a handful of cases like hers and no standard treatment for this
specific disease for someone her age.'
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At the same time, data shows that blood cancers diagnosed among children are rising
— with a 2016 study finding leukemia diagnoses in children have risen by about 0.7
percent every year since 1975. Leukemia is affects the bone marrow which
manufactures white blood cells.

A separate study from 2008 found that the incidence of all peripheral non-Hodgkin
lymphoma — Ms Rhodes cancer — jumped 280 percent between 1992 and 2005
across all age groups.

And the Cancer Progress Report released this week from the American Association
for Cancer Research — which works to prevent and cure cancer — also noted a

'rising concern' over the rising incidence of certain cancers in children

It fits into a wider trend of surges in cancers among children and young adults —
including the emerging colon cancer epidemic and the surge in non-melanoma skin
cancer.

Previously, doctors were linking
childhood cancers to a combination of
genetics and bad luck.

But in the 2016 paper on rising leukemia
cases, the scientists wrote that 'the
steady increase in incidence is a strong
indicator that the origins of childhood
leukemia are influenced not only by
genetics'.

Other scientists have suggested the rise
may be down to a possible link between
childhood leukemia and exposure to
pesticides, either during pregnancy or
early childhood — according to the
American Cancer Society.
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